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Appendix 1

(Ref: Para. 2, A21–A22)

Sustainability Matters and Sustainability Information
1. This appendix explains the relationship between sustainability matters (i.e., the underlying 

subject matter); sustainability information (i.e., the subject matter information), which results 
from measuring or evaluating the sustainability matters against the criteria; and the related 
disclosures.  

2. This relationship can be illustrated as follows: 

3. Paragraph 75 requires the practitioner to obtain a preliminary knowledge of the sustainability 
information to be reported by the entity. As a part of establishing whether the preconditions 
for an assurance engagement are present, paragraph 76(a) requires the practitioner to consider 
whether the entity has a process to identify sustainability information to be reported. 

4. As explained in paragraph 3, sustainability information is reported in accordance with the 
criteria. The topics and aspects of topics of sustainability matters are considered by 
management in determining the sustainability information to be reported, and are manifested 
in the related disclosures. A disclosure represents sustainability information reported by the 
entity about an aspect of a topic. A more comprehensive list of examples of topics and aspects 
of topics is provided in paragraph A43.

5. Disclosures can be in various forms (e.g., narrative descriptions or other qualitative 
information, tables with key performance indicators or other quantitative information, or a 
combination thereof) and may be limited to a single paragraph or table or may span multiple 
pages in a separate sustainability report, part of the entity’s annual report or some other 
reporting mechanism. How the entity presents the disclosures (i.e., how the entity aggregates 
or disaggregates the sustainability information for purposes of presentation) is determined by 
the criteria. Whether and how the practitioner may further group the disclosures for purposes 
of planning and performing the engagement is a matter of professional judgement, as 
explained in paragraph A287.
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